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Physiotherapists will no
longer be considered in

Paramedical," says senior
Physiotherapist of AYUSH
Department Dr Anant Gaur. 

After an announcement
by the Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan about forming
a Physiotherapy Council in
Madhya Pradesh, there is a
contentment among the phys-
iotherapists of the State. 

Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has said that
setting up a separate council for
physiotherapy in the state will
be considered. The utility of
other medical practices along
with allopathy was experienced
in the Corona period.
Therefore, better use of these
practices will be ensured for
prevention of diseases. 

While talking about it with
The Pioneer, Dr. Ananat Gaur
said, "A separate council of
physiotherapy is located in
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh,
but here, till now it is a depart-
ment under paramedical. 

It is a contentment for the
physiotherapists that it will no
longer be a part of paramed-
ical." 

Dr. Gaur mentioned that
after the council is formed, it
will be a benefit for the students
studying physiotherapy and
the patients will also be direct-
ly benefitted. He said, "It is
obvious that the council will
keep a check on doctors run-
ning clinic without any expe-
rience or registration. It will
definitely be a boon for thera-
pists and patients." 

Adding to it, he said,
"Undoubtedly it will enhance

the education of students pur-
suing physiotherapy."

Chief Minister Chouhan
said that Arogya Bharti is pro-
viding significant services in
the health awareness sector.
The organization’s suggestion
for the formation of a
Physiotherapy Council is
important. 

Development of physio-
therapy is must in public inter-
est. This system will be pro-
moted in Madhya Pradesh. A
decision will be taken soon in
this direction.

He said, "The selfless
efforts from Dr Sumit Rana
Vice President BCKS and Dr
Abhijeet Deshmukh From
From Arogyam Bharti and of
other Physios of Madhya
Pradesh turned out as fruitful
result with independent
Council for Physiotherapy. 
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To accelerate the corona vac-
cination drive across the

State, Punjab Health and
Family Welfare Minister Balbir
Singh Sidhu on Thursday
instructed all the Civil
Surgeons to extend the number
of sites as well as beneficiaries.

Punjab Government has
already increased the vaccina-
tion sites from 59 to 134 so as
to ensure maximum coverage
of government and private
healthcare providers,” said
Sidhu while presiding over the
Civil Surgeons Review meeting
at the Punjab Bhawan. 

He said that the feature of
‘Allot Beneficiary’ in an ongo-
ing session has been added in
the vaccinator module and is
live. “The feature has been
added to facilitate maximum
utilization of staff deployed at
the session sites so that they can
cater to the optimal number of
beneficiaries (healthcare
providers) per session,” he said. 

He added that earlier, only
such additional beneficiaries
could be added whose names
already existed in the database
generated by CoWIN portal for
a particular session, “but now,
there is a provision to add new
beneficiaries at the sites as
well for inclusion in ongoing
session”. Sidhu said that the
State received 2.04 lakh doses
of Covishiled vaccine on
January 12, 2021, and 1.96
lakh doses on January 19, 2021,
while a total of 12,467 benefi-
ciaries vaccinated so far.

“Keep working properly
on a routine vaccination pro-
gram under which pregnant
women and children are being
vaccinated,” he said adding
that departmental efforts
should prevent the wastage of
vaccines and it has to be min-
imized at all levels in the hos-
pitals.

Instructing the Civil
Surgeons to personally review
the vaccination drive daily, the
state Principal Secretary

Hussan Lal said that they have
to hold the meeting with
District Immunization Officers
daily and also with the session
site in-charges and the vaccine
cold chain point in-charges.

Lal said that as of today, the
Punjab Government has capac-
ity to conduct the 25,000-
30,000 RT-PCR tests in a day so
that Civil Surgeons prefer the
RT-PCR testing instead of
Rapid Antigen Tests. “In case of
any emergency and accident
case, they have to firstly prefer
the TruNaat tests then Rapid
Antigen Test,” he said. 

He clarified that if any eli-
gible beneficiary failed to get
himself registered at CoWin
portal, he or she can easily
enroll for the free vaccination
even now. All drug warehous-
es have a sufficient stock of
Corona Fateh Kits which has
proved a boon for the speedy

recovery of COVID positive
patients, he added.

At the same time, he
instructed the Civil Surgeons to
deliver the Fateh kits to patients
kept under the home isolation
without any delay and the Civil
Surgeons should personally
cross-check the functioning of
COVID Program and then
submit the report to the head-
quarter.

COVID VACCINATION
DRIVE GAINS MOMEN-
TUM IN MOHALI

Overcoming the initial hes-
itation and qualms, the
COVID-19 vaccination is now
gaining momentum in Mohali
district. Mohali Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Aashika Jain said
that on Thursday (January 21),
the district health officials
organized vaccination at 14

session sites which is the high-
est in the State followed by
Ludhiana second with 11 and
Roopnagar third with 10 ses-
sions while no other district in
the State has reached double
digit mark for the number of
sessions conducted. 

“By administering as many
as 616 jabs in a day, Mohali dis-
trict has vaccinated the second
highest number of pre-regis-
tered healthcare workers
(HCWs) being closely at heels
to Ludhiana where 673 HCWs
were vaccinated. Pertinently, no
other district in the state
touched 500-mark in vaccine
administration,” she said.

Jain said that no side effect
of the vaccine has been report-
ed from any of the beneficiaries
till date in the district which
has been a motivation for oth-
ers to come up.

55 PERCENT HCWs TURN
UP FOR VACCINE IN
CHANDIGARH ON THE
THIRD DAY OF DRIVE

Around 55 percent of
healthcare workers against the
registered beneficiaries turned
up for the COVID-19 vacci-
nation in the union territory of
Chandigarh on the third day of
vaccination drive on 
Thursday.  

A total of 284 health care
workers were given doses of
vaccination on Thursday
against the target of 510 bene-
ficiaries at sessions held at six
sites in the city. No adverse
event following immunization
was reported, said an official
spokesman.

The spokesman said that a
total of 90 beneficiaries against
the target of 100 received the
dose of vaccination at GMSH-
16, 27 HCWs against the tar-
get of 100 at CH-Sector 45, 46
HCWs against the target of 100
at GMCH-32 site one, 40
against the target of 100 at
GMCH-32 site two, 10 against
the target of 10 in Airforce
Station and 71 against the tar-
get of 100 at PGIMER.  Till

now, 862 healthcare workers
(HCWs) have been inoculated
in Chandigarh since the launch
of vaccination drive for
COVID-19 on January 16.

On the day of the launch of
vaccination, 374 health work-
ers had received their first
dose of vaccination. On the sec-
ond day of vaccination drive,
204 health care workers were
inoculated  in the city. 

Meanwhile, one more per-
son succumbed to COVID-19
as 16 fresh positive cases were
detected in Chandigarh on
Thursday.  The COVID-19
related fatality was reported
after six days in the city. With
this, the death toll has reached
331 in the city, as per the
Chandigarh Health
Department’s evening bul-
letin.The case tally of total
infections stood at 20639 in the
city.  204305 samples have so
far been tested in the city. A
total of 1006 tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 
hours.
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Chandigarh’s heritage furniture
designed by city’s designer Le

Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret is
set to be auctioned by Paris
based auction house-PIASA on
January 28.

13 heritage items with bid-
ding price between Rs 2.25 crore
–Rs 3.14 crore will be auctioned
by PIASA. The heritage items
include chairs, armchairs, sofa,
storage unit, tables among other
items designed for Panjab
University and Administrative
building, Chandigarh.

The highest bidding price of
Rs 48.6 lakh to Rs 66.3 lakh is
kept for Library table from Panjab
University. Earlier, 11 heritage
items belonging to Chandigarh
were auctioned in Luxemburg on
January 10.

11 lots out of 14 heritage
items designed by Le Corbusier
and Pierre Jeanneret were sold
during the auction for a sum of
Rs 1,03,37,000 (1.03 cr) . The
reserve price of heritage items

was worth Rs 1.75 crore. The
highest price was fetched by a
Teak Sofa at Rs 20.58 lakh (23000
Euros) during the auction.

Commenting on the auction
of Chandigarh’s heritage items by
foreign based auction houses,
Ajay Jagga, member of Heritage
Protection Cell, Chandigarh said
that the auction by foreign auc-
tion houses of Indian heritage is
all time high, causing huge loss
to nation’s prestige apart from
violation of ban on such illegal
auctions. “Such auctions of
Chandigarh’s heritage have been
going on since past many years
despite a ban on export from sea
and air ports of heritage items,”
he said.

Jagga has written a letter to
S Jayashankar, Union Minister of
External Affairs and Jawed
Ashraf, Ambassador of India to
France requesting them to look
into the issue. He said that
UNESCO may be approached on
this issue as it is fighting a battle
to combat trafficking of cultural
objects.
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Punjab would start the
process of culling more

than 50,000 birds in the two
affected poultry farms of Dera
Bassi in Mohali district on
Friday in a bid to stop the
spread of the avian flu. For the
purpose, 25 teams — compris-
ing five members each —
would conduct the culling
operation in the Alfa and Royal
Poultry Farms in Dera Bassi’s
Behra village.

“Culling, which is the
mainstay of stopping the spread
of the virus, will commence in
the two affected poultry farms
of Dera Bassi on January 22,”
said Mohali Deputy
Commissioner Girish Dayalan.

“Culling of over 50,000
birds is expected to be under-
taken at the affected epicenter.
Twenty-five teams would con-

duct the culling operation in
the two poultry farms in Dera
Bassi,” he said, adding that
requisite safety gear, including
the PPE kits and face shields as
well as the JCB machines, have
been provided to the culling
teams and adequate quarantine
arrangement is in place.

The poultry birds would be
buried after culling.

The Deputy Commissioner
said that the National Institute
of High Security Animal
Diseases (NIHSAD), Bhopal’s
confirmation of bird flu strain
in the tissue samples forward-
ed for ascertaining the cause of

the death of the birds.
Meanwhile, the District

Administration has declared
“the 10 kilometer radius of the
affected epicenter the contain-
ment area to put a tab on any
commercial poultry farming
activity being conducted there-
in”.

“Surveillance and sampling
has been stepped up and two
Rapid Response Teams (RRTs)
have been deployed to keep a
tab on any deaths of birds
(crows, migratory or wild
birds) in the district,” said
Dayalan.

The Deputy Commissioner

added that the virus involved in
the Avian influenza is zoonot-
ic, the pathogen can be trans-
mitted from animals to humans
as per preliminary reports.
“So, to detect symptoms of
plausible infection in humans,
the bird handlers in the affect-
ed poultry farms would be
examined by the doctors for
detection of symptoms, if any,”
he added.

Notably, the reports of
samples taken from two poul-
try farms at Behra village in
Dera Bassi were received from
the National Institute of High-
Security Animal Diseases lab in
Bhopal on Wednesday. The
samples had tested positive for
H5N8 strain.

As per the Government of
India guidelines, the birds of
poultry farms located within
one km of an infected farm
have to be culled. The official
maintained that there was no
other poultry farm other than
these two within one km
radius.
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The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Delhi

Police has arrested a 64 year-
old man for allegedly forging
property documents to avail
multiple loans from the bank.  

The accused has been iden-
tified as Suresh Kumar Pruthi,
a resident of Sonepat in
Haryana.

According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint
Commissioner of Police, EOW,
a First Information Report was
registered after the officials of
UCO Bank alleged that a Satish
Sharma took a loan of Rs two
crores from them to purchase
a school in Sonepat 
area.

“The loan was secured by
mortgaging property in the
Sonepat to UCO Bank as col-
lateral security. Later it was
found that the alleged has
already availed another loan of

Rs four crores from
Corporation Bank, in
Mayapuri by mortgaging the
same property. The fact regard-
ing mortgaging the said prop-
erty to Corporation Bank,
Mayapuri was concealed by
accused Satish Kumar from the
UCO Bank,” said the Joint CP.

“During investigation it
was revealed that the sale deed
of property submitted by the
alleged Satish Sharma to the
UCO Bank as security did not

match with the record of Sub-
Registrar, Sonepat. It was found
that Suresh Pruthi who origi-
nally sold the property to Satish
Sharma in 1998 has also signed
forged papers of Sale Deed of
the property on which Satish
Sharma availed a loan of Rs two
crore from UCO Bank,” said
the Joint CP.

“The accused Pruthi was
arrested on January 20 by the
EOW police team,” said the
Joint CP.
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Following the call given by the
farmers for a tractor rally on

Republic Day in the National
Capital, the Delhi Police with its
counterparts Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh police held a second
meeting with farmers union at
the Singhu border, one of the
major protesting sites.

The meeting was co-ordi-
nated by S S Yadav, the Joint
Commissioner of Police,
Northern range along with
senior police officials of Haryana
and UP police at a Mantram
Resort near Singhu border,
where farmers have been protest-
ing against the Centre’s new
farms laws for more than 50
days. The meeting was also
attended by Special
Commissioner (Law and Order-
Western Zone) Sanjay Singh,
Special Commissioner of Police
(Intelligence) Dependra Pathak.

According to sources, dur-
ing the meeting police officers
tried to convince the farmers
unions to hold their tractor rally
on the Kundli-Manesar-Palwal
(KMP) Expressway instead of the
Outer Ring Road but farmers did
not agree to it.

The Swaraj Abhiyan leader
Yogendra Yadav said that the
police wanted the farmer lead-
ers to take out their tractor rally
outside the national capital but
the farmers union has told the
police that their parade would be
carried out peacefully inside
Delhi. “Police wants us to hold
the tractor rally outside Delhi,
which is not possible,” Yadav,
who is actively participating in
the ongoing agitation against the
Centre''s new farm laws.

“The government wants us
to take out our rally outside
Delhi, but we want to hold it
inside Delhi. No decision was
taken in today''s meeting,” said
another farmer A similar meet-
ing was held on Wednesday
between the union leaders and
officers of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana police at Vigyan
Bhawan to discuss the route of
the proposed rally on January 26.
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