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Vedaranyam police on Wednesday arrested V 
Nallappareddy Venkatakrishna Reddy of Andhra 
Pradesh for allegedly attempting to smuggle 100 
kg ganja to Sri Lanka; contraband was seized

GANJA 
SEIZED

CM flags off 214 buses 
on DMK’s 4th anniv
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

CHIEF Minister MK Stalin on Wednesday flagged off  214 
new buses for six transportation corporations at Island 
Ground in Chennai. He also interacted with women com-
muters aboard a government bus operating under the 
Vidiyal Payanam scheme — which provides free bus rides 
for women — in Chennai, as the DMK government com-
pletes four years after assuming office in May 2021.

An official stated that while travelling from the Secre-
tariat to the Anna Centenary Library, the CM boarded 
route number 32B — running from Vallalalar Nagar to 
Vivekananda Illam — at the Omandurar Government Es-
tate bus stop. During the journey, he spoke with women 
commuters and inquired about the scheme’s impact as it 
enters its fifth year since implementation.

The women commuters shared that the initiative has 
helped them save around `2,000 per month, which they 
now use for essential expenses like healthcare, education 
and others. 

The CM directed the bus crew to ensure that buses halt 
at designated stops so women can benefit from the scheme. 
Out of  214 new buses, 27 were allocated to SETC, 114 to 
Villupuram TNSTC, 10 to Salem, 31 to Coimbatore, 14 to 
Madurai and 18 to the Tirunelveli division. Of  these, 70 
buses are ordinary services operating under the Magalir 
Vidiyal Payanam scheme, as per an official statement.

MOCK DRILL CONDUCTED ACROSS STATE 
TO ASSESS EMERGENCY RESPONSE

U S H A  P E R I  @ Visakhapatnam

AMID escalating India-Pakistan 
tensions, the Visakhapatnam 
district administration conduct-
ed a series of  civil and blackout 
mock drills across the city on 
Wednesday to educate the public 
on how to respond effectively 
during emergencies such as ter-
rorist attacks, bomb blasts, or 
fire incidents. These exercises 
were carried out in accordance 
with guidelines issued by the 
central government. 

It may be noted that Vizag dis-
trict has been categorised as a 
Category-II target by the 
Centre. 

The civil mock drills were 
held at key locations, including 
Queen Mary’s Girls High School 
and junctions in the One Town 
area. Multiple departments took 
part in the exercise, including 
Civil Defence, Fire Services, the 
State and National Disaster Re-
sponse Forces (SDRF and 
NDRF), Police, Greater Visa-
khapatnam Municipal Corpora-
tion (GVMC), Revenue, Civil 
Supplies, Health Department, 
and trained volunteers.

At the One Town Centre, a 
simulated terror attack involv-
ing smoke bombs was staged 
across two buildings. Firefight-
ers responded swiftly to contain 
the fire, while NDRF and SDRF 
personnel, equipped with pro-
tective gear, rescued individuals 
from the affected buildings. Res-
cue operations included evacua-
tion through staircases and lad-
ders. The injured were given 

first aid at temporary medical 
camps set up near the site.

At Queen Mary Girls High 
School, SDRF teams conducted 
a separate demonstration focus-
ing on evacuation procedures 
during a mock terror situation. 

Senior officials, including 
SDRF Inspector General Raja 
Kumari, District Collector M N  
Harendhira Prasad, Police Com-
missioner Shankha Brata 
Bagchi, and Joint Collector K 
Mayur Ashok, supervised the 
drills. In the evening, blackout 

drills were held in areas includ-
ing One Town and Oxygen Tow-
ers in Seethammadhara. These 
drills simulated emergency situ-
ations where power might be in-
tentionally cut during potential 
terror strikes to disrupt opera-
tions. Vizag Collector MN Haren-
dhira Prasad announced that 
mock drills will soon be con-

ducted in all ward secretariats 
to improve public awareness 
and preparedness.  Other dis-
trict authorities in AP including 
Bapatla, Ambedkar Konaseema, 
Sree Satya Sai, Tirupati, Pra-
kasam and Kurnool  also con-
ducted mock drills to enhance 
emergency preparedness. 

In Bapatla, a mock terror at-
tack drill at Bapatla Railway 
Station, supervised by Addition-
al SP TP Vithaleswar, saw police, 
fire, health, railway, and revenue 
teams respond within ten min-
utes. They conducted searches, 
evacuated passengers, and pro-
vided first aid to simulated casu-
alties, educating commuters on 
staying calm. 

Collector J Venkata Murali, at 
a Suryalanka Air Base meeting, 
reviewed coordination, noting 
the base’s radar can detect mis-
sile activity within 200 km, trig-

gering evacuation sirens. Con-
trol  rooms and landline 
communication were planned to 
ensure connectivity.

At a meeting  with ONGC, 
Vedanta, and GAIL  existing 
measures like cybersecurity, 
CCTV, and no-drone zones at 
Tatipaka and Odalarevu were 
highlighted. In Sri Satya Sai, a 
drill at Sri Sathya Sai Airport, 
overseen by Collector T S Chetan 
and SP V Ratna, focused on ter-
rorist attack response. 

Tirupati’s drill, led by SP V 
Harshavardhan Raju, used air 
raid warning sirens to simulate 
aerial attacks, training civilians 
and students on safe zones, first 
aid, and camouflage tactics. 

Kurnool’s Civil Defence drill 
at Konda Reddy Fort followed 
Home Ministry SOPs, guiding 
people to safe zones after 
sirens. 

Tirupati man gets 
threat call from Pak
Tirupati: A Tirumala resident, 
Thrilok, received a threatening 
call from a Pakistan-based 
number on Wednesday. The 
caller, speaking in Urdu and 
Hindi, allegedly threatened to 
kill him and his family. Thrilok 
filed a police complaint. 
Tirupati Superintendent of 
Police (SP) V Harsha Vardhan 
Raju confirmed the report, 
stating that the phone call is 
under verification. Police have 
launched an investigation

SC refuses to stay T’gana’s 
KRMB gazette notification  
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Supreme Court has ob-
served that granting a stay on 
the implementation of  the ga-
zette notification issued by the 
central government, which noti-
fies the jurisdiction of  the Krish-
na River Management Board 
(KRMB), would be disastrous.

During the hearing of  the peti-
tion filed by the Telangana gov-
ernment challenging the notifi-
c at i o n ,  a s ke d  t h e  S t at e 
government to explain why it 

should stay a notification issued 
in 2021. “These notifications 
have survived for three years 
now. Why do you want a stay 
now?” the Court asked. 

In response, CS Vaidhyanath-
an, senior advocate representing 
Telangana, said the notification 
was not being implemented. 

The bench then asked, “Then 
why are you seeking a stay? 
Granting such relief  is not 
permissible.”

Vaidhyanathan replied, “It is 
not being implemented because 
it cannot be implemented. The 

KRMB considered the appor-
tionment between Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. 
A second water disputes tribu-
nal was constituted in 2004, and 
an award was passed, which was 
stayed by the Supreme Court.”

Jaideep Gupta, senior advo-
cate representing Andhra 
Pradesh, said the notification 
was being implemented.

He further argued that the 
new States of  AP and Telangana 
came into existence in 2014, and 
therefore, there has been no in-
ter-state allocation until now. 

OMC case: SC overturns HC 
order discharging Srilakshmi
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@ New Delhi 

The Supreme Court has in its 
interim decision set aside a 
High Court order quashing the 
case against the IAS officer Y 
Srilakshmi in the alleged Obu-
lapuram Mining Company 
(OMC) case. 

The apex court could be a big 
setback for Srilakshmi. The SC 
passed the order in the case of  
appeal filed by Telangana gov-
ernment against her. 

The Supreme Court has di-
rected for a renewed probe into 
her alleged involvement, in the 
alleged OMC case, directing 

that the investigation should be 
done in the next three months. 

She was allegedly involved in 
the illegal mining of  iron ore in 
the Bellary Reserve Forest in 
Obulapuram and Malapanagu-
di villages in Anantapur dis-
trict of  the undivided Andhra 
Pradesh. 

In 2022, the HC had ruled in 
favour of  Srilakshmi, discharg-
ing her from the OMC case. 

The CBI, probe agency in the 
case, filed its chargesheet in 
2011 and recorded Srilakshmi 
as the accused number six in 
the case in the supplementary 
c h a r g e s h e e t  i t 
had filed in 2012.
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Civil  Defence personnel carried out a 
mock drill  demonstrating emergency 

response measures and rescue operations 
which aimed to create awareness among 

the public and assess preparedness in 
the event of disasters or emergency 

situations as Vizag has being categorised 
as Category-II  in Visakhapatnam/ 
Bapatla |  G SATYANARAYANA / EXPRESS
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IF YOU’RE  
GOING THROUGH 

HELL, KEEP 
GOING

WINSTON CHURCHILL


