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Elections and the challenge
of rational expectations

India’s miseries today are a sign of big changes in society not being recognised by politicians and policymakers

However, application of physics to
mass human behaviour is worth con-
sidering, provided we recognise the

. scope for error and incorrect applica-

tion. A fundamental fact is that society
will change with changes in needs,
appetite, passion and desires as reflect-
edin the change in its collective behav-
iour. It is now possible with the use of
technology, software, “bigdata” mining
and analytics to make reasonable pre-
dictions about society in the future
despite the uncertainty created by the
exercise of individual free will.
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whichsocial scientists try to grapple: how
do people in a free society make deci-
sions, cast votes, make alliances and com-

But then,

and political problems

would be a trifle absurd.

Nevertheless, once we

recognise its limitations,
applied
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alityin;
_ tyanditsgovernance or control.

’I‘hepredsemethodologythatphys-
ical sciences offer to analyse societies
far too complex to be compressed !nto
this article. Suffice it to say that it
enables ustotakea “systems” approach
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Pradesh. Society would do well to accept that government alone cannot steer them clear of all problems, nor can they
solve them without help of the population at the grass~roots level. Governance has to be a symbiotic two-way process

to the understanding of social behav-
iour and that of its cohorts. We can start
‘with some simple assumptions and def-
initions. Society is just a name for a col-
lection of individuals connected by
interaction and governed
by laws, institutions and
social structures. However,
this collection is not homo-
geneous and can be sliced
into sections. Each section
of society normally has
expectations of a “Utopia”
Utopias come in many
forms — socialist, commu-
nist, egalitarian, religious,
Victorian, laissez faire, dictatorial, dem-
omatic,patemallmatemal andsoon. A
man’s ‘utopia is another’s dystopia —
humankind has too much diversity of
‘nature to fit one mould. So, we need to
temper expectations of various sections
of society to come up with a vision of
‘society acceptable to all.
India’s miseries today are a symp-
tom of big changes in society not being

recognised by its most visible represen-

tatives, politicians and policymakers.

To name a few, the rise of a prosperous
demographic ‘

aspirations, opinions, needs and com-
position of society. But the polls have a
fundamental limitation since the
results they throw up are largely quan-
titative. It would be great if our poll-
sters could simultaneously get the peo-
ple polled to ascribe the reasons for the
opinions expressed by them. On the
one hand, some of our politicians stick
to the dogmas and others recognise the

- new paradigm, but to be safe are strad-

dling the old and the new. Only the elec-
tions will tell us who was right. But

3 then, election results are not also
enough

to “inform” politicians about

what specifically voters expected from

them when they voted.

Thus, while we will definitely havea
coalition government, its functioning
would be much better if everybody
understands what, in terms of specific
expectations and aspirations, got them
elected in the first place. On the other
hand, voters should understand that
the age of the paternalistic government
with a handout for every need is over.
Society would do well to accept that
governmentalone, however good, can-
not steer them clear of all problems,
nor can they solve them without help of

“the population at the grass-roots level.

Today, governance has to be a symbi-
otic two-way process. To take liberties
with John Kennedy’s famous quote,
“ask not what your government can do
ﬁor-ynu(also)askwhatyoumndofor

your government.”
H!ssxzryismrmallyagoodsource of

tinctions. Roundheads claimed alle-
giance to King and Parliament, so did
the Royalists who fought under the
King’s banner. Both sides were Anglican.
There were aristocrats in the parlia-
mentarian ranks and common folks
among the cavaliers. -

The irony of the English Civil War is
that those slaughtering each other
‘might have found little to dispute had

‘middle class, change,

cation, the demise of old boy networks
that were a throwback to colonial times,
exposure to multiple media, the pene-
tration of the telecom and more slowly

" theinternet, economics rapidly trump-

ing dogmas like caste-affiliations for a
large section of the under-| pnvlleged
population, human empowerment, and

s0 on. Coupled with this is a clamour
forgood governance, transparency and
accountability. The most vigorous and
ambitious segments of society will pro-
duce the new parliamentarians and the

movers and shakers of society. These:

individuals will no longer feel obliged to
cater to the remnants of the Raj andthe-
corridors of power created through cosy
self-reinforcing relationships and reli-
gious groups.
Indiais ad int

they wielded words (logic and reason)
instead of swords (whims, prejudices
and vested interests). Our elections
seem to have some of the same prob-
lems. Shave off the rhetoric and pos-
turing and you get what the common
people (the real aam aadmi, not the
party) crave — stability, fair laws equi-
tably applied, accountability and a
decent life for all.

ry has shown that an enlight-
ened democracy is the best of flawed
options to manage the society available
tous. We, therefore, need to ensure that
after elections the government works
towards the real goals that benefit the
‘country and society. Over time, the two
malnpoﬂﬂmlcombinaﬂonswmmme
toacommon und

desires but with different brand

Because of its diversity and active press

identities and focus.

it is bound to be very noisy. The opini
polls seem to be pointing to a change in
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